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An  in-depth review of data and information about the Pittsburgh Bureau of 

Police reveals a policing system that is irredeemably racist and 

oppressive. Black Pittsburgh residents are arrested, searched, and brutalized at rates far higher 

than white Pittsburghers. Black children, some younger than 10 years old, are subjected to 

police searches at rates even more disparate than adults. Police in Pittsburgh are not spending 

their time protecting the public from violence or making communities safer. And when they do 

focus their attention on serious crimes, they are shockingly inept at even determining who 

perpetrated the harm, particularly when victims are Black.  

Despite staggering statistics demonstrating inexcusable and unjustifiable racial disparities 

in every aspect of its operations and no appreciable positive effect on community safety, the 

police in Pittsburgh have been lavishly rewarded for their misdeeds. In only six years under 

Mayor Bill Peduto, the Pittsburgh Bureau of Police budget has increased by nearly 60%. 

Pittsburgh police receive over $40 million more than they did when Peduto first took office. The 

police budget has risen to almost one fifth of the City’s total annual budget. 

Defunding the Pittsburgh Bureau of Police is the first step toward a world in which police 

are obsolete. Pittsburgh’s police budget must, at a minimum, be cut by $40 million dollars and 

returned to pre-Peduto levels of funding. The police cannot reform themselves. Generations 

of public officials have promised police reform while filling the coffers of police departments. Yet, 

Black people are still forced to take to the streets to demand an end to police brutality and to 

assert that their lives matter. Money previously appropriated to the police must be redistributed 

to services that are generative rather than punitive; services that seek to meet the needs of 

communities, rather than to control and discipline communities; and services intended to undo 

harm, rather than inflict more. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

4



 

More than 60% of the time the Pittsburgh 
Police used force, it was against Black individuals.  1

Black people made up only 23.2% of the Pittsburgh population,  and yet 2

they made up: 

43.6% of individuals involved in traffic 
stops (despite that only 61% of Black residents 
in Pittsburgh own a motor vehicle, compared 
to 89% of white residents);  3

71.4%  of all frisks;  4

69% of all warrantless search and seizures;  and 5

63% of all arrests conducted by the Pittsburgh Police.  6

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

BLACK CHILDREN 
ACCOUNTED FOR: of all warrantless search and seizures 

of children ages 10 and under 

of all warrantless search and seizures 
for individuals ages 11-18 

83% 

100% 

KEY 2019 PITTSBURGH  
POLICING STATISTICS 

5



 

 

 

 

Violent crime made up 6% of all crimes reported to Pittsburgh 
Police.  7

Rape accounted for 0.3% of all crimes reported to 
Pittsburgh Police.  8

Murder accounted for 0.1% of all crimes reported to 
Pittsburgh Police.   9

 

There were 37 homicides in Pittsburgh in 2019.  10

Of those 37, 31 of those victims were Black and 6 were 
white.  11

There were 19 arrests made in connection with these 
homicides: 14 Black arrestees and 5 white.  12

VS

Black people made 

up only 12% of 

Pennsylvanians, but 

46% of the state 

prison population.

VS

Black people made 

up only 13% of 

Allegheny County, 

but 62% of the 

county jail population. 
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DURING THE TIME BILL PEDUTO 
HAS BEEN IN OFFICE (2014-2020)

The Pittsburgh Police budget 
increased over $40 million 
from $72,346,870 in 2014 to 
$114,787,000 in 2020 — an 
increase of nearly 60%. 

The number of Pittsburgh 
police officers has increased 
by 15%, from 857 officers to 
985 officers. 

There were 30 total civil 
claims for excessive force 
brought against Pittsburgh 
Police, and during this time 
the Pittsburgh Police paid 
over $7 million in lawsuit 
settlements. 
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While Black people account for 13.4% of the national population, they make up 
over 38% of the federal prison population.  This disparity is greater in 13

Pennsylvania, whose population is 12% Black, but whose prisons are 46% 
Black.  Worse still, Allegheny County is 13% Black, yet its jail population is 61% Black.  For a 14 15

very brief period in April 2020, Allegheny County reduced its jail population by almost half due to 
concerns about the spread of COVID-19; at this time the racial disparity in the jail grew even 
larger to 68% Black—where it remains today.  This demonstrates a truth many already 16

know: in a society defined by structural racism, any discretion permitted in arrest, sentencing, or 
release invariably results in increased racial disparities. 

These disparities are unsurprising when considering that unequal treatment occurs at 
every stage of the criminal punishment system. It is well-established that poor communities of 
color are disproportionately policed, even when factors such as neighborhood crime are taken 
into account.  Black people are also more likely to be arrested than white people for the same 17

crimes, and their sentences are likely to be longer than white people convicted of the same 
crimes.  Pittsburgh is no exception to these national trends. Black people made up only 18

23.2% of the Pittsburgh population in 2019, and yet they made up 43.6% of individuals 
involved in traffic stops, 71.4% of all frisks, 69% of individuals subject to warrantless 
search and seizures, and 63% of all arrests conducted by the Pittsburgh Police.  19

 

 

RACE AND POLICING IN PITTSBURGH

69%

In 2019, Black people were subject to 69% of all 
warrantless search and seizures in Pittsburgh.
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Out of these statistics, age demographics were only provided for 
warrantless search and seizures. While Black people were 

subject to 69% of all warrantless search and seizures, Black children 
accounted for 83% of all warrantless search and seizures of youth 
ages 11-18.  There were also 3 instances in 2019 where police 20

conducted warrantless search and seizures of children ages 
10 and under—all of whom were Black children.  The trend 21

here is clear: amongst youth, Black children, even exceptionally 
young ones, are far more likely to be policed than other children. This 
tracks with studies demonstrating this trend nationwide, describing 
the existence of the school-to-prison pipeline for Black youth, and the 
tendency amongst non-Black people to perceive Black children as 
older and “less innocent” than their white peers.   22

Pittsburgh Police officers also choose to 
use force often, unnecessarily, and 

unequally. There were 30 total civil claims 
for excessive force brought against The 
Pittsburgh Police from 2014-2019, many of 
which have been settled out of court, resolved in favor 
of the plaintiff, or are still open cases.  However, the 23

number of claims brought do not necessarily paint a 
picture of the full scope of the issue. In 2018 

alone—the most recent year for which 
use of force data was released— 
Pittsburgh police reported using force 
537 times, and 85 of those times the 
reason for using force is simply listed as 
“other.”  That same year, 197 complaints 24

were made with the Office of Municipal 
Investigations against police, and 43 of 
these were use of force complaints.  25

“BLACK 
CHILDREN 
ACCOUNTED 
FOR 83% OF ALL 
WARRANTLESS 
SEARCH AND 
SEIZURES FOR 
INDIVIDUALS 

83%

“There were also three instances in 
2019 where PGH Police conducted 
warrantless searches and seizures 
against children ages 10 and 
under —ALL OF WHOM 
WERE BLACK CHILDREN.”

537

30

19
7
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Based on a six-year report from the city, 57% of use of force incidents from 2010-2015 
were against Black people, despite this demographic accounting for roughly a quarter of the 
city’s population.  In the time that Peduto has been Mayor, the city has spent over $7 26

million in settlements and judgments in civil cases brought against police officers.   27

 

 

 

 

!
     in settlements and judgements of  
 CIVIL LAWSUITS       
    brought against police officers for  

EXCESSIVE FORCE.

e f g̀  
i 

$7,000,000 

s 

Since Bill Peduto took office in 2014, 
     the City of Pittsburgh has spent over 

"

*Because of the “qualified immunity” doctrine, police are frequently shielded from 
excessive force liability, effectively allowing individual officers to violate the Fourth 
Amendment at their own discretion. 10



P olice presence is unnecessary to deal with most of what is labeled “criminal 
activity,” as the vast majority of crimes committed are nonviolent.  Recent data 28

from a handful of cities shows that only about 1% of 911 calls are about violent crime, and that 
overall police spend less than 4% of their time on violent crime.  Nationally, 80% of state 29

criminal dockets are for misdemeanors—low-level offenses.  In 2019, approximately 62% of all 30

crimes reported in Pittsburgh were “Part II Offenses” such as forgery, fraud, embezzlement, 
vandalism, prostitution, drug offenses, public drunkenness, and disorderly conduct.  About 31

32% were property crimes and only about 6% were violent crimes.  Rape accounted for 0.3% 32

of all crime and murder accounted for 0.1%.  Even in the case of the most serious crimes, 33

which make up such a small fraction of total crime, police are not necessarily helpful. Nationally, 
only about 50% of serious felony crimes are reported to police, only 11% result in an arrest, and 
only a meager 2% result in convictions.  In Pittsburgh, more than half of all murders went 34

unsolved from 2010-2015 and 97% of those unsolved cases involved Black victims.  In 35

sum, the peacekeeping role of the police is largely overstated, and—even with a 
massive budget—police routinely fail to protect vulnerable communities.  
 

62%
32%

6%

Murder (0.14%)
Rape (0.31%)
Other Violent Crimes
Property Crime
All Other Crime

CRIMES 
REPORTED 
TO PGH 
POLICE 
IN 2019

6%
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DATA SETS

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Pennsylvania Pennsylvania State Prisons

10%6%

44%

82%

46%

12%

Black White Other

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Allegheny County Allegheny County Jail

1%
9%

38%

78%

61%

13%

Black White OtherALLEGHENY COUNTY JAIL  
RACE DEMOGRAPHICS

PENNSYLVANIA STATE PRISONS 
RACE DEMOGRAPHICS

2019 Pittsburgh Pennsylvania Allegheny County PA State Prisons Allegheny County Jail

Black 23.2% 12.0% 13.4% 46.0% 62.0%

White 66.9% 81.6% 79.9% 44.0% 38.0%

Hispanic 3.1% 7.8% 2.3% 9.0% -

Other - - - 1.0% 1.0%
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NOTE: The categories for “race” and “ethnicity” used throughout these data sets are used by the 
mentioned City and State agencies. We recognize they do not reflect the political or geographic nuances 
and multiplicities of racial and ethnic identity (i.e. Latinx vs non-white/white Hispanic vs Chicanx, etc).



Arrests 

Pittsburgh Police made 9,500 arrests in 2019. 

Traffic Stops 

In 2019, Pittsburgh Police made 11,718 traffic stops 
in the city, which involved 20,562 individuals. 

2019 Female Male Unknown Total % Total % of PGH 
Population

Black 1511 4470 8 5989 63.04% 23.20%

Hispanic 7 76 0 83 0.87% 3.10%

White 919 2273 1 3193 33.61% 66.90%

American 
Indian or 
Alaskan

- - - - - 0.20%

Asian or 
Pacific 

Islander
10 31 - 41 0.43% 5.70%

Unknown 21 40 1 62 0.65% -

Other 20 112 0 132 1.39% -

2019 Female Male Total % Total % of PGH 
Population

Black 3070 5894 8965 43.60% 23.20%

Hispanic 37 204 241 1.17% 3.10%

White 3627 6477 10106 49.15% 66.90%

American 
Indian or 
Alaskan

- - - - 0.20%

Asian or 
Pacific Islander 123 261 384 1.87% 5.70%

Unknown 59 149 218 1.06% -

Other 114 525 639 3.11% -

No Description 0 0 22 0.11% -
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Frisks 

Police conducted 1,470 frisks in 2019. 

Warrantless Search and Seizures 

Police conducted 4,236 warrantless search and seizures in 2019. 

2019 Female Male Total % Total % of PGH 
Population

Black 132 917 1049 71.36% 23.20%

Hispanic 2 15 17 1.16% 3.10%

White 86 300 386 26.26% 66.90%

American 
Indian or 
Alaskan

- - - - 0.20%

Asian or 
Pacific Islander 0 1 1 0.07% 5.70%

Unknown 0 4 4 0.27% -

Other 0 13 13 0.88% -

2019 Ages 10 and 
Under Ages 11-18 % Total 

Ages 11-18 Total % Total % of PGH 
Population

Black 3 327 82.99% 2923 69.00% 23.20%

Hispanic 0 3 0.76% 35 0.83% 3.10%

White 0 59 14.97% 1224 28.90% 66.90%

American 
Indian or 
Alaskan

- - - - - 0.20%

Asian or 
Pacific 

Islander
0 0 0.00% 8 0.19% 5.70%

Unknown 0 1 0.25% 12 0.28% -

Other 0 4 1.02% 28 0.66% -

No 
Description 0 0 0.00% 6 0.14% -

14



Reported Crime 

There were 24,787 reported crimes categorized in 2019.  36

 

 

All Other Crime % Total Crime

Forgery 334 1.35%

Simple Assault 3755 15.15%

Fraud 1372 5.54%

Embezzlement 33 0.13%

Receiving Stolen 
Prop 153 0.62%

Vandalism 2356 9.50%

Carry Weapon 420 1.69%

Prostitution 157 0.63%

Sex Offense 229 0.92%

Drug Offense 1538 6.20%

Endangering 
Children 100 0.40%

DUI 480 1.94%

Liquor Laws 197 0.79%

Public 
Drunkenness 639 2.58%

Disorderly 
Conduct 933 3.76%

Other 2580 10.41%

Total 15276 61.63%

Violent Crime % Total Crime

Murder 37 0.15%

Rape 81 0.33%

Robbery 652 2.63%

Aggravated Assault 795 3.21%

Total 1565 6.31%

Property Crime % Total Crime

Burglary 1300 5.24%

Theft 5909 23.84%

Vehicle Theft 641 2.59%

Arson 96 0.39%

Total 7946 32.06%

NATIONALLY, ONLY 
1% OF 9-1-1 CALLS 
ARE ACTUALLY 
ABOUT VIOLENT 
CRIME.29
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PGH 
Population
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Search and
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(Total)

Warrantless

Search and


Seizures

(Ages 11-18)

Warrantless

Search and


Seizures

(Ages 10


and Under)

Traffic

Stops

“
Excerpt from “Peduto: Expanding, not defunding, is the 
future of Pittsburgh police” by Rebecca Johnson and India 
Krug. The Pitt News, October 5, 2020.

330 
warrantless search and 

seizures of Black children 
and teens by Peduto’s 

police in 2019. Three of out 
these 330 were carried out 
against Black children ages 

10 and under.
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City of Pittsburgh Police Budget From 2000-2020 

Year Total Operating 
Budget Police Budget Percent of Total 

Budget

Percent Increase 
from Previous 
Year's Police 

Budget

2000 $350,273,189 $66,160,961 18.89% -

2001 $358,556,194 $67,714,249 18.89% 2.35%

2002 $364,672,304 $73,581,093 20.18% 8.66%

2003 $386,395,850 $72,440,964 18.75% -1.55%

2004 $388,831,493 $63,168,256 16.25% -12.80%

2005 $417,576,382 $64,883,363 15.54% 2.72%

2006 $427,501,378 $65,450,046 15.31% 0.87%

2007 $425,657,607 $66,641,777 15.66% 1.82%

2008 $423,755,325 $66,669,518 15.73% 0.04%

2009 $437,976,013 $68,024,266 15.53% 2.03%

2010 $446,530,485 $70,606,746 15.81% 3.80%

2011 $450,016,815 $67,843,678 15.08% -3.91%

2012 $468,317,793 $69,310,318 14.80% 2.16%

2013 $469,513,815 $71,543,006 15.24% 3.22%

2014 $487,105,104 $72,346,870 14.85% 1.12%

2015 $507,817,535 $76,815,050 15.13% 6.18%

2016 $518,983,192 $93,423,344 18.00% 21.62%

2017 $539,193,139 $98,453,963 18.26% 5.38%

2018 $556,414,971 $100,261,932 18.02% 1.84%

2019 $574,901,207 $104,545,326 18.18% 4.27%

2020 $608,100,046 $114,787,000 18.88% 9.80%
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0.75% from 
2000-2014, but 
jumped to 

8.18% 
from 2015-2020 
under Mayor 
Peduto.
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Even though violent 
crime rates have 
been steadily 
decreasing since the 
early 1990s, Mayor 
Peduto has 
increased the police 
budget by over 

$42 million, 

swelling the total to  

about $ 1 1 5   
million —an  
almost 6 0 %  
increase since 2014.



 

E merging from this data is a clear theme of state-sanctioned racial 

violence in Pittsburgh. Attributing racial disparities in the criminal punishment 
system solely to increased criminality among certain races is a reductive and 

racist assumption that justifies the perpetuation of state violence against Black and Brown people. 
The overrepresentation of Black people within the criminal justice system has far more to do with the 
impact of white supremacy than anything else.  Crime and poverty are inextricably linked, and 37

certain communities of color are disproportionately low-income as a result of decades of overt and 
covert oppression, ranging from explicit neighborhood segregation to modern-day practices of 
redlining, gentrification, housing discrimination, hiring discrimination, and overpolicing— the latter of 
which is accompanied by the devastating financial impact of arrest and incarceration.  It has been 38

shown that these factors, among others, are largely to blame for the relationship among race, 
poverty, and crime.  Pittsburgh is no exception to this nationwide systemic racism; in fact, it is quite 39

the opposite, having recently been branded “the worst place for Black women to live in for just about 
every indicator of livability.”  40

In Pittsburgh, the police budget makes up about 19% of the city’s entire operating budget. 
Mayor Bill Peduto took office in 2014, at which point the police budget was approximately $72 
million, and made up a little under 15% of the city’s total operating budget—a proportion that 
remained consistent since 2005.  The average percent increase in the police budget from year to 41

year was 0.75% from 2000-2014, but jumped to 8.18% from 2015-2020 under Mayor Peduto. Even 
though violent crime rates have been steadily decreasing since the early 1990s,  Mayor Peduto has 42

increased the police budget by over $42 million, swelling the total to about $115 million—an almost 
60% increase since 2014. The Pittsburgh police had 857 officers when Peduto took office, but by 
2019, Peduto had increased the number of officers by 15% to a total 985 officers.  Currently, about 43

200 of these officers are eligible to retire this year, meaning the police force could be significantly 
scaled back without any layoffs.  Nothing in the city’s contract with the police mandates the 44

overall staffing level of police officers.  45

In addition to massive, unprecedented increases to the police budget, Peduto’s recent string 
of lies to the public regarding the actions of his police force have added further insult to injury. When 
police brutalized peaceful protestors supporting the Black Lives Matter movement and honoring the 
lives of Breonna Taylor and George Floyd, Peduto falsely denied that tear gas was used and claimed 

THE CALL TO DEFUND
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that protestors threw rocks, water bottles, 
and bricks at police before police fired.  He 46

also recycled the tired and disproven 
falsehood that protestors were largely 
people from out of town, and did nothing as 
pol ice continued to arrest peaceful 
protestors, many of whom are prominent 
Black Lives Matter organizers in the 
region.  In fact, the Pittsburgh police only escalated their tactics 47

shortly after this incident, including kidnapping a protester and 
forcing him into an unmarked vehicle, which they euphemistically described as a “low-visibility 
arrest.”  Even outside of Mayor Peduto’s own home, Pittsburgh Police indiscriminately used pepper 48

spray, projectile weapons, and kettling—a tactic whereby police will force protestors into an area 
with no exits, order dispersal that is impossible, and use this “failure to disperse” as an excuse to 
make mass arrests.  The police continue to respond to protests against police brutality with 49

increasing brutality. Peduto is clearly incapable of controlling his own police, and no amount of 
reform can fix this. The Pittsburgh Police must be 
defunded. There is no acceptable alternative. 

 

 

Video still via @samm_bones on Twitter 
showing heavily armed plainclothes Pittsburgh 

Police kidnapping a protester who is then 
driven away in an unmarked van, 8/15/2020.

PGH City Paper

Mayor Bill Peduto and Pittsburgh Police held a press 
conference on June 2nd, 2020 following the police attacks on 

peaceful protesters in East Liberty, in which they denied the 
use of tear gas. Hours later they admitted that tear gas had in 

fact been deployed on community members.
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https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/05/31/police-give-update-on-those-arrested-following-george-floyd-riots-in-pittsburgh/


The demand to defund the police is not a complex one; it requires only one step: defunding 

the police. It does not require implementing more police training, it does not require the formation of 
new city offices, it does not require the creation of additional task forces, it does not require 
superficial restructuring of the police force, and it does not require misleading budget-matching 
obligations guised as defunding. These measures do far more for the city’s public relations image 
than they do for reducing police violence. Trotting out these tired, ineffective solutions in place of 
defunding is not a noble step towards change, but a manipulative attempt to feign compliance with 
activists’ demands while continuing to support police. We demand that Mayor Peduto immediately 
cut the police budget by $40 million, which will return the police budget to just a little bit over what it 
was when he became Mayor of Pittsburgh in 2014. We are not asking for Mayor Peduto to take 
affirmative steps towards a better future for our city; we are asking him to begin undoing the harm 
that he has inflicted since he took office.  

We additionally demand that any money taken out of the police budget is not redirected into 
other forms of policing, vague public safety funds, or ineffective reform measures. Instead, money 
should be redirected from the police budget directly into funding the services our communities need, 
such as education, housing, and health care. Putting money towards these essential social services 
will inevitably reduce crime more effectively than over-policing and incarceration, which only increase 
financial hardship and recidivism.  In the words of longtime abolitionist organizer Mariame Kaba: 50

“We don’t want to just close police departments. We want to make them obsolete.”  51

Defunding the police, though often framed by political leaders as a radical idea, is only the first 
step in a long path towards liberation. The institution of police in this country is borne from and 
inextricably intertwined with white supremacy and racial violence; ultimately, its complete abolition is 
the only way to permanently end police violence. Though funding much needed social services is an 
important step towards keeping our communities safe, this cannot be allowed to eclipse our calls for 
defunding. Reducing the size and power of the police is the first step towards abolition, and towards 
a world where there is no need for police or prisons. With this ultimate goal in mind, we demand 

an immediate $40 million decrease of the Pittsburgh Police Budget, reducing the budget to 

what it was when Mayor Peduto took office in 2014.  
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